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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: MUGABE GIVES IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. PFF CC-LEADER ROBERT MUGABE HELD AN IMPROMPTU PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN MAPUTO AFTERNOON OF 20 JANUARY TO CLARIFY, AS 
HE PUT IT, "AN INACCURATE REPORT" FROM BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE 
THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT AGREED TO GO TO MALTA IN ORDER TO DIS- 
CUSS CEASE FIRE ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. MUGABE SAID THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAD AGREED TO GO TO MALTA 
IN ORDER TO DISCUSS THE MECHANISM FOR THE TRANSFER OF POWER 
(BOTH POLITICAL AND MILITARY) FROM THE BRITISH TO THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT. THEY WERE ALSO GOING TO MALTA TO TEST THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
BRITAIN'S DETERMINATION TO REMOVE SMITH FROM POWER AND TRANSFER 
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POWER TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THEY WOULD, OF COURSE, BE AGREE- 
ABLE TO DISCUSSING A CEASE FIRE, MUGABE SAID, BUT ONLY AFTER 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TRANSFER OF POWER FROM THE BRITISH TO THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT HAD BEEN MADE. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, MUGABE SAID THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 
WILL CONTINUE TO INTENSIFY THE ARMED STRUGGLE, WHICH THEY 
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REGARD AS UNRELATED TO THE MALTA TALKS. IN RESPONSE TO ANOTHER 
QUESTION, HE SAID THAT ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WOULD BE THE DISPOSITION 
OF SMITH'S ARMY DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 
CONTUINED TO INSIST THAT SMITH'S ARMY BE DISBANDED, 

ALTHOUGH MUGABE REITERATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO INTEGRATE 
ACCEPTABLE ELEMENTS INTO THE NEW ZIMBABWEAN ARMY WHICH WOULD 
BE BASED ON THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ARMY, 

4. MUGABE SAID THAT HE HAD ALREADY BEEN IN COMMUNICATION 

WITH JOSHUA NKOMK AND BOTH WERE WILLING TO POSTPONE THE START OF THE 
PF/UR TALKS UNTIL 30 JANUARY AS SECRETARY OWEN HAD REQUESTED. 

5. MUGABE SAID THAT THE ZANU AND ZAPU DELEGATIONS WOULD 
CONSIST OF ABOUT 12 PERSONS INCLUDING SECRETARIES AND MIT, IT ARY 
SPECIALISTS.DE PRF.F. 
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